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Newsletter Oct. 2006 
www.zapanj.org 

President: Katayun K. Kapadia     Vice President: Khorshed Vakil-Unwala 
Treasurer: Adil R. Masani           Secretary: Porus P. Cooper 
Joint Secretaries: Behnaz C. Toorkey and Khushru S. Jokhi 

 
A summer full of activities and get-togethers has ended. We kicked it off 
with a hike for youngsters organized by the Stoneback family and a get-
together for young adults organized by Ava Lala and Tina Mehta. Many 
thanks to all of them. 
 
These events were followed by a day at Hershey Park organized by the 
Masani family. And what would a ZAPANJ summer be without our 
annual pilgrimage to Marsh Creek Park, coordinated this time by the 
Jokhis, and thence to tea and “batasas” at the Kasads? Many thanks to the 
Masanis, and to the Jokhis and the Kasads. 
 

 
In August, we celebrated a Pateti/Navroze brunch at the Palace of Asia in 
Cherry Hill. The event drew about 120 people on a Sunday morning, an 
impressive testimonial to its popularity. Many thanks to the proprietor of 
Palace of Asia, our fellow ZAPANJ member, Nick Maneckshana, for his 
hospitality and the delicious Parsi-style luncheon he served up from a 
menu suggested by Hutokhshi P. Cooper. 

 
The same month, a somewhat smaller group of us participated in Muktad 
ceremonies held by ZACUCE at the Days Inn, in Bordentown, N.J. The 
venue was generously contributed for the use of ZAPANJ by the hotel’s 
proprietors, Bhagu and Janki Taylor. Many thanks to them and to event 
coordinator Freny Ranji. Many thanks also to the priests who provided 
the solemn prayers for the occasion, Noshir Karanjia and Minocher 
Dadachanji. 

 
Then, in September, we launched another year of our prayer and cultural 
enrichment classes. For the second year, the centerpiece of the year’s first 
class was a Day of Remembrance for those near and dear to many of our 



members. The Day was initially suggested last year by ZAPANJ vice 
president Khorshed Vakil-Unwala, and given the reverent and avid 
participation of our members, of all ages, it seems bound to become a 
long-time ZAPANJ tradition. Thank you Khorshed for suggesting such a 
wonderful idea. 

 
Finally, on Sept. 23, nearly 40 of our members, old and young, 
contributed several hours of their Saturday morning to a park cleanup in 
Camden County, New Jersey. The cleanup “bagged” nearly 500 pounds 
of trash picked up from alongside the Cooper River – and it also should 
bag $500 from the county ($1,000 after a matching grant) that ZAPANJ 
will contribute to ZACUCE, as desired by the prayer class youth group. 
 
The event, organized now for several years, is the brainchild of Behnaz 
Toorkey, ably assisted by young Rohan Shroff. Many thanks to Behnaz 
and Rohan and to all those who put in the backbreaking labor for the 
cleanup. ZAPANJ is very proud of them. 
 
Now as summer turns to fall and fall to winter, let us hope that the 
continued closeness of our families, friends and community will keep us 
warm and comfortable through the cold and snow to come. 

 
Please mark your calendars for these upcoming events and the contact numbers: 
 
 
OCTOBER 
1st: Gahambar. Palace of Asia, Cherry Hill. (Directions and details below) Contact: 
Katayun Kapadia 856-722-1030. 
 
NOVEMBER 
11th: Prayer and cultural enrichment class. 4:30 p.m.Plans are to hold this class along 
with our sister organization, the Zoroastrian Association of Greater New York. Venue: 
Gibson House, Marlton, N.J. The class will be hosted by the Toorkeys, Sukhias and 
Kapadias. Contact Behnaz Toorkey at 856-751-0633. 
 
DECEMBER 
9th: Prayer and cultural enrichment class. 4:30 p.m. Venue: Mt. Zion Church, Devon, Pa.. 
Hosts: Masanis, Eduljees and Unwalas. Contact: Khorshed Vakil-Unwala 610-831-0716. 
 
 
NOTEWORTHY:  
 

· ESSAY CONTEST:  “What Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds 
means to me” is the topic for an essay contest. There will be two first prizes of 



$100 each for two age groups of children of ZAPANJ members and several 
other prizes – all made possible by a generous donation from one of our 
members who wishes to remain anonymous. The age groups are age 5 to 9 and 
ages 10 to 15. Parental assistance, especially to the younger children, is 
encouraged. The younger group should write an essay of between 400 and 500 
words; the older group of between 500 and 600 words. Judges will be Adi 
Unwala and Amy Surti. Essays will be due at the November prayer class.  
Prizes will be awarded at the December class. Please contact Porus P. Cooper 
856-427-4481 or poruscooper@hotmail.com  to register for the contest. 

· ZAPANJ members contributed $800 toward helping victims of the recent 
flooding in the Surat area of Gujarat. 

· Aban Singh and Nergish Karanjia are organizing an innovative fund-raising 
campaign for ZACUCE with the sponsorhip of the grocery supermarkets 
Genuardi’s and Shop-Rite. For details, please see the attached ZACUCE flyer 
or contact Nergish at 856-983-4990 and Aban at 610-539-9229. 

 
 
OUR HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS:  

 
· To Aliza Eduljee for her Navjote on Sept. 2. May Ahura Mazda bless her. 

 
 
OUR BEST WISHES: 

· To Homi and Zarine Bhedwar who have moved temporarily to Hyderabad, 
India, where Homi has the assignment to build a corporate knowledge center for 
research and development for DuPont. Homi will be director of R&D of the 
India Knowledge Center. 

 
 
OUR PRAYERS and HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES:  
 

· To Noshir and Nergish Karanjia, on the sudden passing away of Noshir’s sister, 
Arnavaz Minoo Shroff, in Mumbai on Sept. 15 at age 77.  
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· To Rayomand and Aban Unwala, on the passing of Rayomand’s father,  Jal 
Dinshaw Unwalla, in Mumbai  on Sept. 7 at age 84. 

 
 
NEWS AND VIEWS FROM ELSEWHERE:  
 

· A home for senior citizens among the Parsi community in Mumbai, India, has 
been built thanks to the munificence of Patsy and Pallonji Mistry, of the well-
known builders family, and their Pallonji Shapoorji Trust. Zarshostis 65 and over 
will be eligible to apply for housing there. 



· Mumbai Zarthostis are set to celebrate 50 years of Dasturi – religious service – by 
High Priest Dr. Kaikhusroo JamaspAsa, one of the half dozen most influential 
voices in the Zarahosti priesthood in India. 

· The Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America – FEZANA – sent 
several delegates in early September to a United Nations conference on forging 
international partnerships for “human security and sustainable development.” 
Among the goals: promoting respect for cultural diversity in conflict resolution. 

· Rep. Chris Smith, a southern New Jersey Republican, raised a rare mention of 
Zarthostis in the halls of power of the United States during a congressional 
subcommittee hearing in June on “the Plight of Religious Minorities.” It was a 
passing reference, but still gratifying that while our community is exceedingly 
tiny, its historical significance is not forgotten. Here are Rep. Smith’s remarks: 
“We justly lament any loss of diversity in the material world, yet we all too often 
overlook the incredible diversity of religion, liturgy, culture, art, history and 
literature with the Middle East represents. (After listing various Christian sects…) 
The Zoroastrians of Iran go back perhaps 3,000 years; it was under their tolerant 
influence that the Great King of Persia, Cyrus, ended the Babylonian Captivity of 
the Children of Israel. … The Jewish and Zoroastrian communities in Iran have 
also declined severely. Exact numbers are hard to verify but the trend is 
unmistakable: If it continues, these communities could soon disappear. In many 
cases the situation may be significantly worse than numbers show, since many of 
those who remain are old, while a disproportionate number of young people have 
emigrated. … The number of Zoroastrians (in Iran) formerly estimated to be 
35,000 to 60,000, may be as low as 10,000.” 

 
 
OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE:  

· Please renew your annual membership. Mail your check, made out to ZAPANJ, to Adil Masani at 
66 Malsby Road, Royersford, PA 19468. Life members also need to pay $2 per family toward 
FEZANA. New members are most welcome.  Membership rates are as follows: 
Life membership: $300 plus $2 per family per year FEZANA dues. 
Family membership (Parents and kids under 18) : $35 plus $2 per family per year FEZANA 
dues. 
Single Membership: $20 plus $2 per year FEZANA dues. 
Student Membership: $10 plus $2 per year FEZANA dues.  

·  Contact Khushru Jokhi at kjokhi@yahoo.com to receive a CD or email version of the latest 
ZAPANJ directory. Contact him also to update your contact information. 

· Please e-mail Porus P. Cooper at poruscooper@hotmail.com with news and photos of any events 
within your family or friends circle, whether local or far away, that might merit inclusion in the 
ZAPANJ newsletter. ZAPANJ is an extended family and every birth or death, every graduation, 
Navjote, marriage, job promotion and recognition, affects us all. 

· Please inform Adil Masani at namasani@comcast.net of any donations you make to ZAPANJ 
through the United Way. It is vital to do that so we can acknowledge your donations and make 
sure ZAPANJ is affiliated with the United Way jurisdiction you use. 
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(856) 317-1900 or (856) 773-1200 
2389 Route 70 East, Cherry Hill, NJ 08002�
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FROM NORTH: New Jersey Turnpike South to Exit 4. Exit ramp merges onto Route 73 North. Stay briefly on Route 
73 North and then exit to Route 295 South. Take Route 295 South to exit 34B (Cherry Hill). Exit ramp merges onto 
Route 70 West. Take Route 70 West until you see Howard Johnson on your left. Make a U Turn, taking the U Turn exit 
indicated at this point. 
 
FROM DELAWARE AND POINTS SOUTH: Take Route 295 North to Exit 34 B (Cherry Hill). Follow rest of the 
directions above. 
FROM CENTER CITY PHILADELPHIA: Take Ben Franklin Bridge to New Jersey. Follow signs to Route 70 East 
and stay on Route 70 East until reaching Howard Johnson on your right. 
 
 
 

ZAPANJ PHOTO GALLERY:  
 



 
 
ZAPANJ members at the Marsh Creek picnic; no introductions needed, but where are all 
the ladies? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our bright-faced youngsters, with  Banoo Karanjia pretending to be 6 years old! 
 



Our ZAPANJ youth at Hershey Park, possibly after a rollercoaster ride. Below are the 
ZAPANJ  members at the Camden County, Park Cleanup. 
 

 
 
 


