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· A summer full of activities has ended. We kicked it off by going to the King Tut exhibition at the Ben Franklin Institute in Philadelphia on June 2nd. This was an excursion for the “Religion class” children and for all other interested members. About 60 ZAPANJ members enjoyed this once in a lifetime opportunity of looking at the priceless treasures of Tutankhamun and other kings of the 18th dynasty. The rest of the time was spent exploring the wonders of science at this wonderful Science Museum!
· An extraordinary general body meeting was held on June 9th at Mt. Zion church in Devon, PA. in order to vote on the acquisition/ construction of a community center and also to vote upon certain changes in the ZAPANJ constitution. The questions proposed were:  


1) Do you favor or oppose the acquisition or construction of a community center?
2) The ZAPANJ board of trustees is considering opening negotiations with the board of ZACUCE (the separate non-profit entity that is raising funds for a community center) on the particulars of the project and the future interaction of the two boards and is seeking an advisory vote from the general body. Do you approve of such negotiations by this ZAPANJ board?
3) Do you favor amending the ZAPANJ constitution/bylaws to enable this and future ZAPANJ boards to:
 a) expend up to $5,000 annually on any single cause (up from $1,000 currently), and up to $20,000 annually in total (up from $ 10,000) without need for general body approval.
 b) allow donations to be given to entities or charitable causes outside ZAPANJ as per the wishes of the donors, but at the sole discretion of the ZAPANJ board.
 c) permit any legally required notices of meetings to be communicated via e-mail to members, unless a member wishes to receive such notices by regular mail.

The meeting was attended by approximately 100 members, who participated in a vigorous discussion of numerous points related to each question.


Voting was done in person as well as by proxy. All questions except Question No. 3(a) were approved. The vote on Questions No. 1 and 2 was advisory. Approval of the proposed changes in the constitution/bylaws was by the requisite two-thirds majority in each case.


Following the vote, the ZAPANJ and ZACUCE boards recently held a joint meeting at which it was decided to form a joint working group. The working group will initially consider what legal structure would be proper to form between the two groups as they pursue the goal of acquiring a community center. As the process unfolds, the ZAPANJ board will report back to the membership at appropriate times. Members are encouraged to be fully involved in the process by forwarding any questions or suggestions they have to any of the board members.

· On July 21st, members, young and old, got together for the annual picnic at Marsh Creek State Park. As usual, everybody had a great time eating “Pora-Paun”, playing volleyball and ending the day with the traditional tea at the Kasad’s residence. Our thanks go to Percis and Adi Kasad for their hospitality.
· In August, a small group participated in Muktad ceremonies that were held by ZACUCE, at Katayun and Kersi Kapadia’s residence in Mt. Laurel, NJ. Our thanks go to the priests who performed the ceremony and to Freny Ranji for coordinating the event.
· Our Pateti/ Navroze celebration was held at the Palace of Asia, Cherry Hill, NJ on August 18th. On this auspicious occasion, graduates from high school who were going to various universities for further studies were awarded cash prizes. Malcolm Cooper presented his essay for the Good Life Emblem award.  It was a small but lively crowd that participated in games and dancing that made this a fun and enjoyable evening with family and friends!
· In September we started another year of our religion classes. This first class was held at Cyrus and Behnaz Toorkey’s residence in Cherry Hill, NJ. A ceremony of Remembrance for the departed souls of those near and dear to many of our members was held. Our thanks go to Khorshed Vakil-Unwala for organizing this ceremony. Thanks also to Havovi and Khushru Jokhi, Feroza and Bruce Stonebeck and Cyrus and Behnaz Toorkey for cooking for this class.
UPCOMING EVENTS
· Gambhar:

DATE:
OCTOBER 7th 2007

TIME:
10.30am, Jashan ceremony

LOCATION: Palace of Asia, Cherry Hill, NJ

After the Jashan ceremony, there will be a buffet lunch followed by the monthly       religion class. As always, everybody is encouraged to come attired in traditional Parsi clothes, sarees, daglis, etc. Let us be proud of our traditional attire and set a good  example for our upcoming youth! Please call any of the Board members to let us know if you are coming, so that we can give an appropriate count to Palace of Asia.
· Religion classes:
DATE:
        
November 10th 2007

TIME:
       
 4.30pm

LOCATION: 
Gibson House, Marlton, NJ.



Dinner hosts for this class will be announced later. 
DATE:
        
December 8th 2007

TIME:
        
4.30pm

LOCATION: 
Adil and Nivedita Masani’s residence (66 Malsby Rd., Royersford, 


PA 19468)



Dinner hosts for this class will be announced later.

As many of you know, the Mt. Zion Church in Devon is no longer available for the monthly religion classes. The Board urges everybody to make an earnest effort to find a meeting place in Pennsylvania. If anyone has any suitable place in mind, please contact any Board member with details.

In the past couple of years, our religion classes have been sponsored by community members! This year too, ZAPANJ would like to continue the same and request those who wish to sponsor a class to send their names and checks ($200) to Veera Karanjia.

This year, our members Katayun Kapadia and Khorshed Vakil-Unwala, have volunteered to restructure the children’s prayer classes and develop a curriculum, based on various age groups. This has been a culmination of discussions organized by Lovji Cama of ZAGNY, on behalf of FEZANA. We thank Katayun and Khorshed for their efforts in this matter and hope that it leads to a better understanding and a stronger sense of awareness of our religion among our children.
COMMUNITY NEWS TO SHARE

· Congratulations to Nazneen and Farzad Irani of Harrisburg, PA who are the proud parents of a baby boy Rayan, born on  August 10, 2007. Congratulations also to the grandparents Jeroo and Khodi Irani.

· Gayatri and Daanish Pestonjee of Ambler PA are the proud parents of baby girl Diya, born on May 14, 2007. Both mother and child are doing well.

· Farrokh Kapadia, son of Katayun and Kersi Kapadia, has successfully completed the theory component of his training as a nuclear submarine engineer, US Navy, in Charleston, SC. We congratulate Farrokh on this achievement and wish him all the best for the future. He will going to Sarasota Springs, NY for hands on training.
· ZAPANJ welcomes Daulat Mevawalla back from Dubai and wishes her a speedy recovery. Daulat became ill whilst visiting her daughter in Dubai but with the grace of Ahura Mazda, she is rapidly regaining her health.
FEZANA NEWS

· This Oct. 12-14, the Zoroastrian Association of Chicago, in conjunction with FEZANA/ZYNA will host a conference focusing on the ‘Next Generation’ of Zarthushtis. For more information see: 


[image: image2.emf]NG07Flyer081207.pd f


· The FEZANA critical assistance sub-committee is continuing to gather funds for Baby Ushta the young Parsi girl who was burnt in Bombay and is in desperate need of medical assistance. The baby’s health is improving, but she may need further treatment in the United States. ZAPANJ has already donated $500 towards her treatment. 

Those wishing to make an individual donation may please send their checks to:


Attention: Katayun Kapadia, 3 Preamble Drive, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

· The 4th World Zoroastrian Youth Congress is to be held in Ballarat, Australia from Dec.27 to Jan.3, 2008. ZAPANJ has purchased a half-page ad. in the brochure. For details on this congress visit: http://members.optusnet.com.au/smileycam/4wzyc.html
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How_wil1_you_define_your generation?

NGO7: Next Generation. Now.

N
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Do you care about the future of your community?
what kind of world will you shape for your kids?

This October 12-14, the Zoroastrian Association of Chicago, in conjunction with ZYNA
(Zoroastrian Youth of North America), will host the first in a series of ‘Next Generation’
conferences designed to strengthen and perpetuate our Zoroastrian communities by stimulating
inter-generational dialogue, cultivating leadership, and paving a path for real-world problem

solving.

How can you make a difference in your community? Learn how to mobilize your generation for

the next set of challenges on the horizon.

e It starts with YOU. To learn more

about the Next Generation conference, please
contact: Tinaz Dhunjisha, Jim Engineer, or
Nikan Khatibi.

tdhunjisha@gmail.com, jim.engineer@e-rainmaker.com,

ZAC-Chicago
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ZAC - Chicago, Oct. 12-14






