Some basic question answers about the Parsee religion

Q) What is Navjote? 

A) Navjote is the ceremony in which a Parsi Zoroastrian child is invested with Sudreh and Kusti. 

Q) What is the meaning of the word Navjote? 

A) The word Navjote means a new initiate who offers prayers. 

Q) Why is the child given Nirang or consecrated bull's urine to drink before the Navjote ceremony? 

A) The child is given Nirang to drink before the Navjote ceremony for the sake of internal Purification. 

Q) What is Sudreh? 

A) The word Sudreh means 'true or advantageous path' and constantly it reminds every Zoroastrian to tread this path and not to abandon it even in the midst of the most adverse circumstances. 

Q) Of what is Sudreh made? 

A) Sudreh is made of white cambric because white represents purity and it is also the symbol of Mazdayasni religion. 

Q) What is Kusti? 

A) Kusti shows the direction where every Zoroastian should aim at and that is the direction of Light And Truth. 

Q) Of what is Kusti made and why? 

A) Kusti is made of lamb's wool because lamb typifies innocence. 

Q) How is Kusti made? 

A) Wool is first spun into 72 threads, which are then woven into a Kusti on a handloom. 

Q) What does Kusti symbolize? 

A) Kusti serves as a permanent symbol of services to God. 

Q) Why should we wear Sudreh and Kusti? 

A) Sudreh and Kusti play a vital part in the development of an overall personality. 

Q) When did the custom of putting on Kusti start? 

A) It started from the time of King Jamshed of the Peshdadian dynasty and Zarathusthra cotinued it 

Q) Is it proper for a Zoroastrian to move about without Sudreh and Kusti? 

A) It is a sin for a Zoroastrian to move about without Sudreh and Kusti. 

Q) What is importance of fire in the Zoroastrian religion? 

A) Fire is the most excellent and the most useful of God's Creations. 

Q) What is fire called in the Avesta? 

A) In the Avesta fire is called the son of Ahura Mazda. 

Q) What constitutes a sin against fire? 

A) To burn dead, decomposing matter on fire is regarded as a sin. 

Q) What is Baaj? 

A) Baaj is a religious prayer recited in honour of the divine sprits (Amesha Spentas and Yazatas ) or the guardian sprits (Favashis). 

Q) What is stum? 

A) Stum is a prayer in praise of the guardian sprits (Favashis) 

Q) What is Jashan? 

A) Jashan is a prayer with ceremonial offerings performed by two priests with the attendance of other zoroastrians who pray.

