Zoroastrian Children At Commonwealth Day Observance In The Presence Of Her Majesty

10th March 2003 was Commonwealth Day and a Multi-Faith Service took place at Westminster Abbey. The Service was attended by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Prince Philip and Prince Charles. Home minister David Blunkett, Mrs Cherie Blair, Shadow Defence spokesman Bernard Jenkins and a galaxy of MPs, Lords and Ambassadors also attended.

We are delighted to report that out of 5 children invited to participate in the programme, three were Zoroastrian. This is the first time Zoroastrian children were invited to put questions to the leaders of the nine major faith communities. Yezdiar Avari, Cyrus Khajotia and Rustom Kapadia did a commendable job in the presence of such an august audience. They did not show any sign of nerves and spoke loudly and clearly. Their parents should be very proud of them.

The invitation was received at very short notice and thanks to the good offices of Nina Jasavala. ZTFE are very grateful to Nina for being alert and spotting the opportunity to place Zoroastrian children firmly in the public spotlight. It was a day they will always remember.

ZTFE Young Zoroastrian Chair Farmeen Sorab was also invited to the Service and later to the Reception held by the Commonwealth Secretary General. She met Her Majesty and members of the Royal Family.

ZTFE President Dorab Mistry took part at Westminster Abbey in the Royal Procession and was presented to Her Majesty, to Prince Philip and to Prince Charles. Later in the evening, at the Commonwealth Reception, Shenaz and Dorab Mistry again met Her Majesty and also Prince Edward and his wife Sophie, Countess of Wessex. Prince Edward and Sophie remembered their visit to the Special Service of Thanksgiving last year. The Prince said he was very impressed by the magnificent building, which is now the Zoroastrian Centre and he would like to come again at some time in the future. Sophie appreciated Shenaz and Farmeen's gara and said one day she would definitely wear such a gara !

Today 11th March, Farmeen Sorab participates in the Young People's Forum on Faith, Community and the Commonwealth at Westminster Abbey.

